
Work on academic writing

 The Writer s Craft

 Problem-Gap-Hook

 Knowledge Claims

Submit abstract or manuscript: Choose 
a conference or a journal.

Familiarize yourself 
with the literature.

Join a research 
team.

Ask study team 
lead for readings.  

Help a research team with dissemination.

IRB training and apply for IRB Approval.

Ready to try your own study? 

Write out your ideas.

Design a simple study

 Literature/Gap/Conceptual Framework

 Methods

 Discussion

 Results

Take on partial responsibility for a study.

What are your existing research skills? 
Need a research skills refresher? 

Want to go deeper? Consider an MA or 
PhD in Health Professions Education Publish!  

Work on an 
existing study. 

Literature searching: Visit Med Ed Librarian

Ready for your own study?  

Try these steps...

Writing or research methods: 
Take a workshop.

Present ideas or works 
in progress at ESCape.

Scan HPE Journals: 
 Academic Medicine

 Medical Education

 Medical Teacher

 Teaching and 
Learning in Medicine

 Advances in HPE: 
Theory and Practice

 Perspectives on 
Medical Education

Need experience with education research?

What have you read? 

Identified a gap?  

Ready to disseminate?

Try these steps...

Discuss next steps with 
an education scientist. 

Get Involved in 
Education Research 

Patricia O Sullivan, EdD, Director
Research and Development in Medical Education, 
UCSF Center for Faculty Educators

patricia.osullivan@ucsf.edu
tel. 415-514-2281

http://tiny.ucsf.edu/HPEres

http://tiny.ucsf.edu/HPEres

Develop Research Skills
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